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f Presicent Taft at the dedica- 
statue to Abraham Lincoln, at 
November 8, 1911. 
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story from te lowly heme in Kentucky whence he 


sprung to the neight of his glory in hie martyrcon. 


Tt igeminently mpropraate 


and should have orees 
which to preserve memen toes 
bigraphies of his lifes, 

Few men have come inte public prominsnce who cane 
absolutely from the goil as id Abrahem Lineclin, It 
difficult te 
tien, and the nee¢ses ities 
in the cabin in which he was bor, With an i11lit 

nother Who, though ef 


ned youth, his 
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never received any education except 
md arithmetic to 
he had access to bovks, 
acted ag @ flathoatman on the Mississippi, 
the beeks he had 
Bible and Shakespeare, 
biecraphers w him well, cays that 
finished thie emall librery, he read some 


Me thought of whet he read, 


and he exercised his intellect by constant practice 


till he made his legieal processes en instrument 


to search truth and analyze facts that has rarely been 


equalied in anyone, The elmest squaler in which he 


passed his early life made him familiar with the eufe 


fsrings, thoughte and sympathies of the plain people; 
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ané then he cane to creat power, hie understane® 
ing of their rease and of their views 

gave him an edventage in interpreting their 
ettitude which con not be oversteted. He fole 
lowed clesely the pepuler judgsent, bus he did 


not yield to it, eave vhen his reasming faculties 


established ite correctness, 


evident eympathy xkze for the celo: 
hie roused gense of fiustice in their behalf, his 
earnest passions to escure them freedom end equal ity 
ef opportunity, hed their inapiration in the suf- 
fsrince end limitetioens cf his ow early life, 
He wag not slow, but he was cautious, deliberate, 
attentive, es befitted one whe insisted on cetab- 
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original reasoning from indenental poetuletes, 


The lucidity and clearness ef his thought senifssted 


lteelf in the eimplic ty, directness and clearness 
of his style, “e had imagination end he loved poetry. 
e had the rythm of lencuace, and though purely 
self-educated, these circumstances developed a 
power of literary expressién that the world, md 
eepscially the literary world, has cone fully te ree 
amize and onjey. 
tumor he used in his conversation, stories of huwser 
, gad once, te enable him to deny ree 
quests or to express di ‘ference of opinion sithout 
abruptness end without hurting the feelince of his 
etitioner, But humor he rarely introduced into his 
carefully prepared speeches or hie messeges. A serious 
aspect of the subject he was diecugeing and his 
intense earncetness in framing the ressons for his 


conclusion eo a@ to impress its justice on the reader 


or the listener, prevented him from the use of wit 


or humor, though it was always at hie command. 
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